Sourav Ganguly to host reality show for Mamata
Government
The new business reality show named - 'Egiye Bangla' or
'Bengal Leads' aims to promote entrepreneurship in the
state which is a brainchild of Mamata Bannerjee goes on air
this Sunday.
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Grappling with lack of investment in her state, West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
has roped in former India skipper Sourav Ganguly to host a new business reality show for the
Bengal government to promote start-ups in the state.

The new business reality show named - 'Egiye Bangla' or 'Bengal Leads' aims to promote
entrepreneurship in the state. A brainchild of Mamata Banerjee, the programme goes on air this
Sunday. The Bengal government says, this will be the very first government promoted reality
television show in the country.
"Egiye Bangla is a part of our agenda to focus on the SME sector. We want to bring back the due
position of West Bengal in the SME map of India. This would be the first time a government is
doing a reality show on TV. The need was to showcase the talent of people in the state," says
Rajiva Sinha, Principal Secretary of the MSME Department, West Bengal.

Conceptualised with the help of Indian Institute of Management (IIM) Calcutta, the first phase of
the show will feature 40 young entrepreneurs over eight episodes.
A panel of three judges, that includes Bandhan Bank founder Chandra Sekhar Ghosh,
restaurateur Anjan Chatterjee and IIM Calcutta professor Ashok Banerjee will choose a winner
from every episode. The eight winners will appear in the grand finale. It will be co-hosted by
actor Jisshu Sengupta of Piku fame along with Sourav Ganguly.
"Sourav is the biggest brand of the state and an youth icon. And interestingly, he is not just a
cricketer, he is an entrepreneur as well. He is the mentor and anchor for this program. We think
he will be successful in making our show popular as well," adds Sinha.
The state government says they have already received massive response with over 1500
registrations. 420 applications were shortlisted and from them subsequently 40 entrants were
finally chosen for the main show.
The government says, each of the finalists will get a relationship manager from the MSME
Department of the West Bengal government. It will also take care of their statutory requirements
and network them with financial institutions and incubation centres. Eight finalists will be
provided with funds from the MSME capital venture fund set-up by the Bengal government.
Lending his support to the project, Sourav Ganguly has said that his partnership with the Chief
Minster will surely help steer Bengal in the path of progress. "I would tell potential investors to
keep trying unknown territories. The magic will always be there as Dada and Didi is the best
partnership in the city," he added.

